Attention! This is a representative syllabus. The syllabus for the course when you enroll may be different. Use the syllabus provided by your instructor for the most up-to-date information. Please refer to your instructor for more information for the specific requirements of a given semester.
Given the size of the enrollment for this course, the course will be a lecture format. Even so, participation, in the form of comments and questions is encouraged. Do not be afraid to interrupt me as I drone on, I will either stop immediately or hold up a hand to indicate I will complete the point I am attempting to make before I respond to your question or digest your comment.
You are the customers of this course; you have paid for it. It is my goal to deliver a high quality product that satisfies my customers' needs. If at anytime you feel that you are not getting what you paid for, please let me know.
All course materials will be available on Carmen as will test scores and course grades.
LEARNING OUTCOMES: 1.
Describe psychological theories, principles and concepts relevant to the following to the understanding of the legal system, criminal behavior, law enforcement, and other actors in the legal system. 2.
Articulate knowledge of classic as well as contemporary research in each of the major subfields of psychology and the legal system.
3.
Apply basic psychological principles to human history, current events, and daily human experience within the context of the legal system. 4.
Recognize diversity and individual differences and similarities in a variety of contexts as they relate to issues within the legal system.
5.
Assess and critically analyze theories, research methods and findings (outcomes), and applications developed by psychologists and made available through textbooks, newspapers, professional and lay periodicals, and the internet.
GRADING SYSTEM:
Midterm 1 40 Midterm 2 50 Midterm 3 60 Final Exam 80
Total Points 230
Exams are a combination of multiple choice, true/false, matching, short answer and essay questions. The objective portion will require a scantron. We supply the scantron, be sure to bring a pencil on exam day! Course grades will be based on the following OSU grade scheme distribution:
100% -93% = A 92% -90% = A -89% -87% = B + 86% -83% = B 82% -80% = B-79% -77% = C+ 76%-73% = C 72% -70% = C-69% -67% = D+ 66% -63% = D Below 63% = E Make-up exams will be given during office hours only and solely at the instructor's discretion based on verifiable need.
I do not compute grades. I simply enter points into Carmen and OSU registrar's software does the rest. To the extent that that system rounds up, cool. To the extent that it doesn't, I am sorry.
The midterms and final exam will be a combination of multiple choice, true/false, and short answer questions. The tests will be weighted to the latter. The midterms are designed to test student success outcomes within the first four levels of Bloom's revised taxonomy (remember, understand, apply, analyze).
There will be one extra credit assignment worth 5 points. 
